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Do we find more lunge cancer patients in early 
stage today than we did 10-15 years ago? 

• Several things have changed in Denmark over the past 15 years. 

• Great efforts have been spend to find patients at the GP in an earlier 

stage than before, yes…. 

• But at the same time our diagnostic methods have become more 
sensitive and we find metastases where we didn’t find it before. 

• And patients with Stage IV disease who would 15 years ago not have 
been offered any active treatment because of high age or comorbidity 
are today diagnosed and staged because now we have treatment to offer. 



Political Decision in August 2007 

”Cancer is an acute disease!” 
 

Press conference,  10. August  2007 
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National implementation of 
Diagnostic Fast Track Pathways 
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PET in the work-up for lung cancer 
avoids futile thoracotomy for 1/5 of patients 

Van Tinteren et al., LANCET  2002;359:1388-92 CWU = Conventional Work-Up 



Pct-Distribution of cTNM by Year 2000-2011 

DLCR Annual Report 2011 



Pct-Distribution of cTNM by Year 2003-2016 

DLCR Annual Report 2016 



Clinical Stage I  by  Year  2008-2016 

Graphs based on data from DLCR Annual Reports 



Surgery as First Treatment by Year 2003-2016 

DLCR Annual Report 2016 



Resection Rate for NSCLC 2012-2016 

DLCR Annual Report 2016 



Percentage of patients being operated 

Graphs based on data from DLCR Annual Reports 



• However, the higher percentage of patients being 
operated is also partly because the surgeons have 
become more skilful and today use more ‘gentle’ 
surgical methods so that ever more fragile 
patients can tolerate surgery. 
 

• 2000-2004:  20% pneumonectomies 

• 2012-2016:    4% pneumonectomies 

Percentage of patients being operated 



Types of Operation by Year 2000-2011 

DLCR Annual Report 2011 



Types of 
Operation 
by Year 
2003-2016 

DLCR Annual Report 2016 



Are there any indications 
that too many patients are operated? 



Quality control of operations 

pTNM = cTNM pN = cN 

DLCR Annual Report 2016 Graph based on data from DLCR Annual Reports 



Pct-Distribution of pStage by Year 2004-2011 

DLCR Annual Report 2011 



Pct-Distribution of pStage by Year 2003-2016 

DLCR Annual Report 2016 



Quality control of operations:  Pct ptt in pStage I+II 

Graphs based on data from DLCR Annual Reports 



Clinical Stage I, Surgery and 5-year Survival 

Graphs based on data from DLCR Annual Reports 



Finally Denmark is catching up 

Source: NORDCAN 


